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“I hope that STREAM network will be a family to me and other advocates supporting women 
and children living with and affected by HIV and help us realize our inherent SRHR rights and 
actively addressing inequalities.Together we STREAM.”
                                                                                                                    ~Joyce Ouma, Kenya

“I will tap into the diverse  and rich skills  set within the network to move the agenda of 
Stepping Stones to the next level.”
                                                      ~Patricia Asero, Ringa Women Fighting Aids Group, Kenya

“To be a part of a community that is deliberate about addressing/ending Violence in 
Women and Girls, Violence in Children and Adolescents in order to ensure their access to 
HIV prevention and treatment services, so as to live their optimal lives, motivates me to join 
and be a part of STREAM.”
                                                                                             ~Florence Anam, GNP+, Kenya

“The network will provide a platform to young women and adolescent girls living with and 
affected with HIV to champion for their SRH rights - hence access to quality SRH services. 
Through the network, I believe there will be awareness creation/sensitization on U=U to the 
community - hence reduction in stigma and discrimination against women and girls living with 
and affected with HIV. Since violence thrives when silence shouts..the network will award 
survivors of GBV a friendly safe space to speak up! Am also thinking, if the network can offer 
socioeconomic workshops for women who are survivors of violence, living with and affected by 
HIV so as to enjoy financial freedom.. they will no longer depend financially on their partners 
who in most cases are the perpetrators - hence ending the cycle of violence. It will give me great 
satisfaction to live in a community free from stigma and discrimination against women and 
children living with and affected by HIV thus humanly treated equally in the community and 
when accessing SRHR services at our health facilities!”
                                                                                         ~Lydia Odipo, PYWV, Kenya
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“The benefits will be for me seeing the voices of the young women living with HIV in my commu-
nity being heard through the STREAM Network.”

                                                       ~Jacquelyne Alesi, The Jacquelyne Ssozi Foundation, Uganda
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Most of us in the planning meeting are either women living with 
HIV who are activist SRHR advocates, or are Stepping Stones 
practitioners. Three of us (Elly Kaale of Tanzania, Martha Tholanah 
of Zimbabwe and Alice Welbourn of UK/Ireland) are all women 
living with HIV and Stepping Stones practitioners. Through our 
creation together in Nairobi of the STREAM Network, we all seek 
to increase the overlap between the two circles above, so that 
more women - and men - living with HIV become trained as 
Stepping Stones facilitators and trainers, so that they guide others 
through the Stepping Stones programmes in their own 
communities. We see this as an opportunity for shared learning 
and understanding in both directions: for existing Stepping Stones 
practitioners to learn from the deep-rooted personal experiences, 
insights and resilience of women - and men - living with HIV in our 
group. And, for those not yet trained in making use of Stepping 
Stones, to benefit from the particular insights, skills and 
experiences gained through use of the programmes in many 
different settings around the world. 

WHY WE HAVE COME TOGETHER We all seek a common 
purpose in our work - to uphold and maintain the SRHR of 
women and girls especially in all our communities in the context 
of HIV, irrespective of our HIV status. We all recognise that 
violence against women, and against children form a key part of 
children’s and women’s vulnerability both to acquiring HIV and 
to living with HIV, across the life span. We all recognise that 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) often challenge an 
individual’s physical, mental and economic health and well-being 
across their lifespan.  We recognise that these ACEs often 
include violence against women and against children. We 
recognise that children who have experienced violence in their 
own lives often grow up to become recipients and/or 
perpetrators of violence in their adult lives, thereby perpetuating 
the challenges they have faced in subsequent generations. 

Throughout this document, we refer to the natural world around 
us as a source of inspiration to guide our work. Just as two 
raindrops falling into still water can create outward ripples, which 
can in turn merge together and create new ripples, so the coming 
together of our two respective networks can create new synergy, 
energy and actions, rippling out further in new directions as our 
combined energies are pooled together.
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“Now is the time for leaders to invest in 

their promise to end the AIDS epidemic by 

2030 and to give children and young people 

a fighting chance at life, said [UNAIDS 

Executive Director] Ms Byanyima.

Children are also 
being left behind
—currently only 

around half (52%) of 

HIV-positive 
children were 
on life-saving 
medicines compared 

to 76% of 
adults. 
 

....women and girls continue to be 

disproportionately affected. A new HIV 

infection occurred every two minutes 

among young women and girls aged 

15—24 years old in 2021. 

“

“ UNAIDS Press Release, 18 September 202212
















































